Touching the Void (Kevin MacDonald)

Touching the Void is a documentary film directed by Kevin MacDonald in 2003 that was based on Joe Simpson’s book. The documentary was filmed at the Siuala Grande along with the Cordillera Huayhuash in the Peruvian Andes. It is a summary of Joe Simpson and Simon Yates, both experienced mountaineers, that decided to climb the West Face of Siuala Grande in Peru. They successfully reached the peak but found difficulties getting down the mountain because of a huge storm. Simpson had a bad fall and eventually broke his leg, which makes it even harder for the partners to descend the mountain. Yates helped Simpson through lowering him using a rope but hang him over the edge of a cliff. Unable to pull back Simpson, Yates decided to lose the rope and perceived the idea that he is no longer be able to find Simpson. Yates assumed his friend is dead and continue to rage the mountain. Contrary to Yates idea, Simpson survived and is struggling to survive a deeply cracked fracture. He was able to escape his nearing death and found each other on the camp. At the end of the day, both survived.
After I watched the film, I am emotionally influenced by the way how the characters portray their roles in the film. There is an insight that the documentary wanted to tell its audience that anything could happen with the impact of nature’s merciless power, which in this case is the storm surge. Fundamentally, MacDonald’s film also wants his audience to question the foundations and morals of loyalty and trust to an individual. The film made me raised a question as to “why did Yates cut the rope knowing that Simpson is at the end of it?” Nevertheless, the film left an impression to me, and to other viewers, of how I would handle the situation if they were in the shoes of Yates. Indeed, I like the way how the director told a story of a man’s will to endure the brutal elements that nature has to throw at him while losing the grip of hope and sanity because of the incident.
The film also humanity’s an essential need for companionship and forgiveness. I felt that MacDonald, as a director, effectively instilled the idea that the audience has its decision and response regarding Yate’s decision of letting Simpson off the rope and Simpson’s decision of quick forgiveness. There is also an emphasis on the fact that an individual must make a sacrifice for the other to survive. Clearly, I sensed that there is a stuff of nightmares embedded in the story portraying the will and determination of not dying alone. Personally, I believe that MacDonald’s Touching the Void is a remarkable story as their past situation changed the lives of involved individuals forever. It also left a realization that death is just around the corner; and whether or not their pains and hardships are all worth it.
Overall, I could say that it is an intense documentary about climbing disasters. The re-enactments of the film had a cinematic view that puts the viewers on the shoes of the two characters. Additionally, the director’s tone from light-hearted to agitate to cherry did a positive impact on the film. Lastly, I have enjoyed watching this documentary because it makes me realize that companionship and forgiveness are two of the major things we need in life.
